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The fields of Indigenous Geographies 

and Indigenous Studies have provided 

crucial theorizations on Indigenous 

place-based ontologies and practices, 

and how ties to place are at the core 

of Indigenous understandings of 

environmental dispossession and 

alternative decolonial futures. In this 

presentation, I build on this 

scholarship by examining the politics 

and analytics of Indigenous mobilities. 

My analysis emerges from 

Mushkegowuk movement on regional 

waterways in and beyond so-called 

northern Ontario Canada. In particular, I examine how rivers are a site of confluence, and how 

movement on such rivers elucidates the connectivity of extractive geographies from the “Ring of 

Fire” mining developments in rural areas, to seemingly incompatible spaces of colonial violence 

against Indigenous peoples in urban centers such as Thunder Bay. Simultaneously, I am interested in 

the political possibilities that are activated through Indigenous movement, by considering the 

expansiveness of Indigenous kinship and relationalities. 
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